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Have you been paying attention to the
amazing accomplishments of URISA’s
GISCorps?
Since GISCorps was
founded as a URISA
program in late 2003, a
total of 202 projects have
been launched with 1,059
deployed volunteers!
A total of seven missions are
currently in progress. A volunteer recently went to Costa
Rica to conduct a GIS Needs
Assessment for the National
Forestry Financing Fund, and
in India, we are conducting a
pilot project where the results
could save time and money
for a nonprofit organization
whose goal is to provide safe
drinking water to rural villages
and urban slums. Detailed
accounts of these and other
projects are posted on our Ongoing Projects Page.

Featured Projects
Automatic Digitization for Tree
Cover in Tropical Landscapes
– Panama
In landscapes worldwide,
agricultural trees provide

Completed GISCorps Missions (2004-Present)
Disaster Response (red pin) Non-disaster Response (green pin)

valuable ecosystem services.
These trees store a significant amount of carbon and
could mitigate global climate
change. Agricultural trees
also have tremendous value
for biodiversity, providing
refuge and stepping-stones
for forest-dwelling animals in
fragmented habitat. The ecosystem services can improve
human livelihoods; for example, adding a few trees and

shrubs to otherwise bare cattle
pasture can increase milk
and meat production. Due to
their ecological and economic
value, agricultural trees play
an increasingly important role
in land management plans,
such as forest landscape restoration. A first step towards
implementing these plans is
measuring the amount of tree
continued on page 2

GISCorps continued from page 1

Read more about this project here.
cover in agricultural landscapes.

Past Projects

Read more about this project here.

Volunteers Assisted in Testing an Application
In late 2016, Zizmos, a California based company, requested assistance from our volunteers in testing an application that detects
earthquakes and provides seconds to minutes of warning before
the onset of ground shaking. GISCorps volunteers downloaded
the application and joined the network of smartphones and are
now permanent, custom seismometers.

Read more about this project here.

Take some time to browse the extensive list of projects, from the
early Hurricane Katrina response to the years-long North Korea
digitizing project. You’ll quickly see how impactful this program
has been across the globe!

Volunteer-Driven
GISCorps is managed com®
pletely by an amazing Core
Committee of volunteers (Dave
Litke, Dianne Haley, Allen
Ibaugh, German Whitley, Shoreh Elhami, and Leslie Zolman) who
devote countless hours reviewing project requests; consulting
with organizations asking for GIS help; crafting job descriptions;
querying the volunteer database to identify suitable volunteers;
connecting the volunteer(s) with the project
leads; and communicating throughout the
process.
Speaking of devotion to the cause…
we must thank Mark Salling and Heather
Milton, two long-time members of the Core
Committee who have recently stepped
aside. Their dedication and commitment to
GISCorps has made the organization what
it is today. Their selfless service and desire
to make a positive difference has meant so
much!

Volunteers Helped Test Geoform for a Nonprofit
Organization
A request for volunteers came from [UN]cultivated in late 2016.
Their mission is to preserve indigenous knowledge while cultivating food systems in harmony with nature. They believe that
collaboration between indigenous knowledge holders and
mainstream scientific research can generate new co-produced
knowledge that will enable effective action to cope with climate
change while meeting current and future food demands.
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What can you do?
URISA members are included in the distribution of the GISCorps’
quarterly newsletter to keep current on news.
But take another step, if you have not yet done so:
•
Sign up as a GISCorps volunteer!
•
If you are in communication with organizations in
underserved communities worldwide that could benefit
from short-term, volunteer-based GIS expertise, work with
them to submit a project request.
•
Make a tax-deductible donation to make sure GISCorps is
around for years to come!
•
If you have any questions about the program, send a note
to info@giscorps.org or meet the team at upcoming events
like the Esri UC in San Diego and GIS-Pro 2017 in Jacksonville.
Follow the GISCorps twitter account and join the URISA
GISCorps Facebook group.

GSDI has announced the 2017 call for proposals for its small
grants program, a long-standing program of GIS support for
SDI development. URISA’s GISCorps is a key supporter of the
program. The deadline is June 1.

The GIS Professional
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GIS TRAINING EXPRESS
Professional GIS Training
in our Seattle facility or at your site

King County GIS Custom
Classes Created and taught
by working GIS professionals.

GIS Certification
Institute Qualified
Earn GISCI points.

GIS Academy™ at King
County, “Beyond the Basics.”

Veteran’s GI Bill Benefits
Selected programs of study at
the King County GIS Center are
approved for those eligible to
receive benefits under Title 38
and Title 10, USC.

Expert ArcGIS® Training
Our teachers are Esri Certified
Desktop Associates and
CompTIA Certified Technical
Trainers.
URISA’s Pacific
NW Education
Center

GIS training for federal, state,
local, and tribal government
employees in partnership with
the Washington State
Department of Enterprise
Services.

We help you put
GIS to work!
gistraining@kingcounty.gov

www.kingcounty.gov/gis/training
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URISA’s GIS Management Institute
What Can GMI Do For Me?
Part One of a Four Part Series
Did you know that the URISA GIS Management Institute (GMI)
was formed to help organizations identify and implement
enterprise GIS management practice improvements? GMI has
products and services (some free!) that can help GIS managers
maximize the effective use of GIS for their enterprise business
goals and increase return on investment.
No matter the size of your organization, you can benefit from
learning more about GMI and what it can do for you.
There are currently three products and services that GMI offers:
•
The GIS Capability Maturity Model (GISCMM) for GIS
organizations (free)
•
The Online GIS Capability Maturity Assessment Service
•
The Geospatial Management Competency Model (GMCM)
(free)
In this article, the first of a four part series, we will focus on the
GIS Capability Maturity Model (GISCMM).
The GISCMM assists with these two questions:
•
How can we measure and improve the maturity of GIS
operations?
•
What can we as GIS professionals do to improve the future
benefits to society from GIS operations?
The GISCMM can help you self-assess the current state of your
GIS program in several ways:
Program Assessment
•
Think of the GISCMM as a checklist - how does each item
on the list relate to your program? Provide a numeric rating
along with a reason and describe how to improve the rating.
•
Even a one-person GIS shop or startup GIS program
manager can find benefit in using the GISCMM. Through
assessment and applying improvements, you can increase
maturity. If you want your program to grow, think about
it in its current and future state, then develop goals for
improving your program based on areas of lower rating.
Planning
•
The GISCMM can inform a strategic planning process. While
it will not replace other tools and planning processes, it can
provide input to a strategic plan; the self-assessment is a
low cost way to form goals and inform strategy for the next
few years.

•

•

Using the GISCMM, you can migrate from a react-and-attack
program to proactive program. Wouldn’t it be great to stop
applying band-aids to what you are currently supporting
and move the mission forward with a road map?
The GISCMM is not for managers only. As an analyst, you
can use it to engage your supervisor and other stakeholders
to get to know your program better; this exercise better
prepares you for a manager position as you learn more
about the topics manager are concerned with daily.

Using the Results
•
Know that GISCMM results are not shared; they are yours
and belong to your organization. Privacy is ensured and the
score is not shared unless you allow it.
•
What if you already know what the self-assessment results
will be and how you can apply improvements to your GIS
program? Consider using the GISCMM to communicate and
gain support. With the assessment results, you can quickly
show organization strengths and weaknesses and then
justify a need for resources. This tool provides a structured
way to convey these to upper management.
This is just the beginning of what the GISCMM and the GIS Management Institute can do to help you and your organization improve your GIS operations. Be sure to check out the next article
in this series in the next issue of The GIS Professional!
GIS Management Institute (GMI)
GIS Capability Maturity Model (GISCMM)
If you would like to share your GMI experience, please contact
URISA at info@urisa.org to submit a short case study. You could
be highlighted in a future issue of The GIS Professional!
Authors of this series:
Ashley Hitt, GISP, Connected Nation, Louisville, Kentucky
Bryan Townsend, GISP, York County, South Carolina
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An Integrity Self-Test For Leaders
By: Dave Martin

The supreme quality for leadership is unquestionably integrity. Without it, no real success is possible, no matter whether it is on a section
gang, a football field, in an army, or in an office.
–Dwight D. Eisenhower
It is essential for every leader.
It cannot be bought.
It cannot be delegated.
It is recognized across all cultures, races and eras.
It is wholly unassociated with economic status.
It is the ultimate measure of a leader.

4.

Although many people struggle to completely define integrity,
most everyone can recognize it. You know someone you trust
completely. You know someone whose word is their bond. You
know someone who would not compromise. You know someone
who would tell the truth, would stand by their promises, and
would keep their agreements, even when it hurt them. Integrity
is doing the right thing. The question we all ask ourselves is, “Are
we that ‘someone’ other people think of when asked to name a
person of integrity?”
The following self-test has five questions to ask yourself. These
answers are for you alone, and the only way for the test to work
is for you to answer the questions honestly and transparently. It
is not about perfection. It is not about comparison. Integrity is
personal. If, as you read the following questions, you begin to
think that your initial personal integrity evaluation was perhaps
optimistic, do not despair. Integrity is built over a lifetime of
doing the right thing. Appreciate that your attention has been
drawn to these areas and let it make your future decisions more
considered and intentional.

Integrity. It is a quality of being—not of doing—but the great
paradox is, it is completely based on what one does. It has been
said that unless a leader has integrity, they are just a manager. This
statement may be viewed through many lenses, but certainly, the
true determination of a leader is in the loyalty of his followers. To
engender that willingness to follow, integrity is indeed essential.

How would you react in the following scenarios?
1. You have just heard an extremely compromising—but
unfounded—bit of information about the guy at your
office who has the position you desire. Should he move on,
you have a very strong possibility of being promoted to
his position. This move would almost double your current
salary. Furthermore, you have never liked the guy. Do you
casually share the gossip?
2. You were delayed at the office, then you were stuck in traffic
for an extra 45 minutes, and you have a dinner engagement
that is pressing. As you walk in the door, the phone rings
and your teen says, “It’s for you. It’s that insurance guy that
talks forever!” You say, “Just tell him I was delayed, and I’m
not home yet.” Yes or no?
3. You have a small team of direct reports, and you are
responsible for their reviews, salary raises and bonus amounts.
The GIS Professional
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5.

Last year, you told your sales guy that if he doubled his sales,
you would double his bonus. To your surprise, he showed up at
today’s review with a documented increase in sales of twice his
number from the previous year. Although you clearly have not
kept up with his monthly sales, you do know that the bonus
amount you were allocated is not enough to cover his increase
without decreasing your own. Do you explain that you are
delighted with his work, promise great things in his future, and
give him a moderate increase? Or do you keep your word and
double his bonus, even though you are personally left with a
fraction of what you had anticipated?
On your way back to the office from an early meeting, you
stop for coffee. The line is long, and by the time you have
your latte, you sincerely wish you had opted for the drive
through. You hand the barista a $20, and she gives you
change. As you are leaving, you realize that instead of giving
you a $10 and change, she mistakenly gave you a $20 and
change. Do you go back to return the extra $10, or do you
consider it your lucky day? After all, you did have to wait!
Your child desperately wants to play in the city soccer league,
and the teams are based on your geographic location. The
team roster for your area is full, but the team where your sister
lives has one remaining opening. Do you put her address on
the application so your child can play soccer this year?

Integrity is doing the right thing, every time. It is being upstanding and honorable. Great leaders have integrity. This means they
will do exactly what they say they will do. Circumstances may
change. New situations may arise. The agreement may no longer
be beneficial. Nevertheless, the great leader will keep his word.
He will not compromise his principles for convenience or advantage. Are you a leader of integrity?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Dave Martin, Your Success Coach, is a world-renowned speaker and
the international best-selling author of 12 Traits of the Greats and
Another Shot. For over 25 years, Dave has been a mentor, inspirational speaker, coach, and business leader. Using these experiences,
Dave shares timeless truths, wrapped in humor and delivered with
passion, teaching people how to pursue and possess a life of success.
For more information on Dave, please visit www.davemartin.org.
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Phenomenal URISA GIS Leadership Academy in
San Diego
The recent URISA GIS Leadership Academy in San Diego was
spectacular! Thanks to the outstanding faculty (Ashley Hitt,
Melisa Caric-Lee, Dianne Haley, Allen Ibaugh and Keri Brennan)
for their preparation and enthusiasm and to our closing speaker,
Maurice Rahimi, PhD (from USC’s Price School of Public Policy
and Synergy Management Consulting Group) who was the ‘cherry
on top’ of a great week of learning.

Allen and Dianne made it fun.

Melisa Caric-Lee sharing experiences.

Ashley Hitt making a point.

Keri Brennan had fantastic stories to accompany the content.

Maurice Rahimi with energy and thoughtful comments to close
the week.

Karen Lowthian from Portland Metro proudly ‘graduates’!
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They look pretty smart too:

Most of all, thanks to all of the attendees who contributed to
meaningful discussions and shared information all week.

There are still some seats left for the URISA GIS Leadership
Academy in Providence in late July. Don’t wait long to decide to
join us though! Register today!

Thanks to ULA attendee Matt Valenzuela of Illume Multimedia for
his awesome photos!

The GIS Professional
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2017 GIS CAMA Technologies Conference
Left page top, Rachel Parrinello, GISP, and Alex Hepp (Cyclomedia) participate in a Planning Committee meeting in October
2016; bottom left, Josh Myers compares the PRD and PRB measures of vertical equity; bottom right, Paul Bidanset presents
travel calculations in R. Right page top, keynote speaker Greg Milner discusses GPS and how it affects society; second row
left, National Parcel Database Summit; second row right, Andrew Rogers explains the Chattanooga Enterprise Center; third
row left, IAAO Research Manager Margie Cusack discusses tax increment financing; third row right, Rebecca Malmquist,
CAE, discusses leadership and emotional intelligence; bottom row left, Daniel Fasteen, Ph.D., discusses uses of street-level
imagery; bottom row right Scott Fiedler discusses the use of advanced technologies and GIS at the Tennessee Valley Authority.

Education, Networking, Technology, and Integration—The GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference Has It All

T

he 21st Annual GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference
was held March 6–9, 2017, in Chattanooga, Tennessee. It is one the best venues to share innovative ideas
and discover new ways to use technology. It also presents
an opportunity for jurisdictions to converse with industry
partners about the tools they need to be more productive.
2017 Conference Planning Chair Rachel Parrinello, GISP,
expressed her enthusiasm for the conference.
After 21 years, the 2017 GIS/CAMA Technologies
Conference was once again a success—new professional
connections were made; GIS applications, administrative
practices, and valuation models and workflows were
shared; lots of brainstorming happened; we had fun and
fellowship at an excellent social event; we found inspiration via excellent plenary speakers; and we saw exciting
new products and services from industry partners. Chattanooga was a great host city!
2018 Conference Planning Chair Daniel Cypert, RES, is looking forward to next year’s conference.
Houston…we have a solution! The Conference Content
Committee is already preparing for next year’s conference
in Houston, Texas, March 19–22, 2018. This conference
is a must if you want to see how current (and future) GIS
technologies are integrated with the CAMA systems used by
appraisers, modelers, and assessment professionals. Learn
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how to create more accurate assessments and be more
efficient in tax administration. Become better prepared
for damage assessments in the event of a natural disaster.
This is one of the best conferences for networking with
peers. For those of you wanting to spend extra time in
the Houston area either pre- or post-conference, there
are many things to do—such as the NASA Space Center
Houston, Museum of Natural Science, Museum of Fine
Arts, Galveston to name a few. Houston is an easy city
to get to. With many direct flights and a warm climate
in March, we are expecting BIG attendance. As they say
“Everything is BIG in Texas.
The Texas Association of Appraisal Districts (TAAD, an
IAAO chapter) has a strong presence in the state with membership by appraisal district. There are approximately 3,500
employees in the 254 county appraisal districts in Texas. That
is a large base of networked people that will spread the word
about the benefits the GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference
offers. The planning committee expects to attract many
high-quality presentions and make it the best conference
since its humble beginnings in 1997 in Savannah, Georgia.
IAAO and URISA look forward to hosting the event in this
prime location and sharing the tremendous knowledge and
technological opportunities that are a hallmark of the conference.
Reprinted with permission from IAAO's Fair & Equitable.
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Pres i d en t’s Colu m n
Spring has Sprung with Activity
Hello once again, fellow URISA members and GIS Professionals.
This is a very exciting time to be a URISA member. We have so
many things happening.
The GIS-Pro 2017 Conference planning is in full swing. The
program committee had a face to face meeting in Jacksonville,
the site of the GIS-Pro Conference this year. The committee
laid out the workshops, breakout sessions, keynote speakers
and more. This year’s GIS Pro does promise to be one of the
best ever. Hot topics that the conference will focus on will
include: NextGen 911, UAVS/Drones/UAS, and GIS Leadership/
Management. In addition, GIS-Pro will also include a full
program track dedicated to GISP Certification. This track will
cover the history of the GISP certification, how to fill out the
portfolio correctly, tips for taking exams, and subject matter
experts on a few of the 44 key knowledge areas covered by
the exam. We’ll close it out on Thursday with a practice exam.
Anyone who is considering GISP certification definitely needs to
attend this track!
Registration will open for
GIS-Pro very soon. Keep checking
the URISA website using the
link below to track Conference
updates and information. I look
forward to seeing you all there.
Our Policy Advisory
Committee (PAC) continues to
look at the developing issue between GIS and Surveyors. The
Board, at our meeting in Jacksonville last month, directed the
PAC to develop a toolkit that could be provided to members
and chapters in the event that they find themselves being
challenged with changes to the current laws defining surveying.
Hopefully this will be available soon. In the meantime, if you
become aware of proposed changes to the laws governing the
practice of surveying that would encroach on areas normally in
the realm of GIS please let us know. We are here to support our
members in this struggle.
The ongoing struggle between GIS and Surveying, in
addition to all the changes coming out of Washington, has
pointed out the need for URISA to be even more vigilant to
what is happening with in the legislative halls at the State and
Federal levels. To this end, expect an expansion to the URISA
Advocacy Page on our website. We will start posting any
information we find on proposed bills which we feel will impact
our membership and the GIS Profession for good or bad. Where
appropriate, we will also publish URISA’s Policy Statements or
Recommendations regarding these issues. Members, make sure

you keep an eye on that
page as well as URISA
social media for updates.
Speaking of social
media, if you were not
aware, URISA has several
social media accounts we
use to share information
with members and GIS Professionals. If you have a Facebook,
LinkedIn or Twitter account make sure to connect with us to
make sure you are staying informed. Below are links to our
current social media accounts to help get you connected:

Twitter
•
•
•

https://twitter.com/URISA
https://twitter.com/GISCorps/
https://twitter.com/URISAVC

Facebook:
•
•
•
•

Join URISA Members (for members only)
Like URISA
Follow GISCorps on Facebook
Like the Vanguard Cabinet

URISA on LinkedIn
So, get connected and stay informed! Most chapters have a social media presence as well.
Recently, URISA completed a GIS Leadership Academy in
San Diego. It was a great success. We had over 50 graduates
from the Academy. Based on the comments we received the
attendees enjoyed the program and took away many valuable
lessons they will be able to apply back in their organizations.

The URISA GIS Leadership Academy is one of the unique
programs offered by URISA. We spend a lot of time focused on
developing our technology skills and often neglect leadership
and management skills until it is almost too late. The Leadership
Academy is like no other program offered. It focuses on those
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skills and how they apply to the Geospatial Industry making you
a much more well-rounded (and valuable) GIS professional.
If you missed the Leadership Academy in San Diego, you
still have a chance to attend this year. We are offering another
one this July in Providence Rhode Island. It is filling up fast. To
register or to learn more about this phenomenal program click
on the icon below.
For past ULA graduates,
we have begun talking about
developing a Leadership
Academy 2 and/or a refresher.
This is very much in the
beginning phases so don’t
expect anything soon but
know that the wheels have
begun to turn.
Speaking about wheels turning, I am very excited about
the progress the Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) has made with
the OneURISA initiative. For those of you that may not know
about OneURISA, it is a plan to create a unified membership
between URISA and its Chapters. Currently URISA and the
Chapters have a loose affiliation. You can be a member of URISA
and not a chapter or a member of a Chapter and not URISA.
This has caused a lot of confusion for members over the years
and diluted our overall effectiveness when trying to support
the GIS Profession. For over 15 years, it has been discussed and
agreed that it would be better for our members, the Chapters,
URISA and the Profession if we could unite under one single
organization so that if you were a member of URISA you would
also be a member of the local Chapter and if you were a member
of the Chapter you would also be a member of URISA.
Just over 4 years ago the Chapter Advisory Board was
formed. The primary purpose of the CAB was to improve
communication between the Chapters and URISA. It also had
a directive to develop the OneURISA model with the Board. I
am very excited to say that, while it has taken a long time, they
have made great progress. The light is now visible at the end
of the tunnel. Expect more information about OneURISA to be
coming out as more and more of the details are ironed out by
the collaborative work between the Board and the CAB. The

ultimate goal of this is to provide even more value for URISA
members at all levels and points in their career. Big thanks to all
those that have been involved in this process and continue to be.
This is a very important initiative for URISA, the Chapters and our
members.
I do want to say a quick thanks to our Louisiana, Carolina
and Northern Rockies chapters for the hospitality they showed
me at the recent conferences I attended which they hosted or
sponsored. It is always great to connect with our chapters. You
each made me feel at home and very welcome.
These are just a few highlights of all that has been
happening in and around URISA. There are many more. As I
mentioned make sure to get connected with our social media
and keep an eye on our website so you can stay informed. As
always if there is anything I can do or questions I can answer
please feel free to reach out. You can contact me at tcorbin@
egisassociates.com. You might also run into me at a conference
or two. If so, make sure to say hi.

Represent URISA at upcoming events with some logo apparel: click on the store logo!

The GIS Professional
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Welcome New URISA Members
Rami Alygad—Tempe, AZ

Edward Shipman, GISP—Durham, NC

Tina Beale —University of Technology, Jamaica—Kingston, Jamaica

Lane Simmons —120 West Ventures—Reno, NV

Erika Bocian—Madison, NJ

Nathaniel Simmons—Raleigh, NC

Justin Bousquin—Pensacola Beach, FL

Emily Simms —Eureka Midstream—Marietta, OH

Austin Canty—Worcester, MA

Benjamin Suber— Agoura Hills, CA

Jose Colon, PMP, CPM—DC Department of Transportation—Washington, DC

Mehreteab Weldemichael—Greenbelt Alliance—Alameda, CA

Richard Coughlin, GISP—City of Escondido—San Diego, CA
Andrew Duszak—Orion Renewable Energy Group, LLC—Oakland, CA
Claire Foster—EagleView—Rochester, NY
M. Dot Fullwood—New York, NY
Nathaniel Gaytan —Cooper Aerial Surveys Company—Scottsdale, AZ
Brianna Gerondale Ferndale, MI
Emily Graham—Putnam County Information Technology Department—Paltka,
FL
Dustin Holt, GISP—Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma—Durant, OK
Taylor Hudgins—Matador Resources Company—Addison, TX
Ivan Hui—SWAT Consulting Inc.—Calgary, AB Canada
Kourtney Johnson—Juneau, AK

URISA Government Agency
City of Edmonton—Edmonton, AB Canada
•
•
•

City of Escondido—Escondido, CA
•

Tyler Jose —Dewberry—Sacramento, CA

Bruce Rankin
Andy Robinson
Curt Romaniuk

Devin Underwood

URISA Silver Corporate Sponsor
Michael Baker International—Moon Township, PA

Richard Kilonzo—Knightdale, NC
Bob Locke—EagleView—Rochester, NY
Keith Olson, GISP—Colorado State University—Fort Collins, CO

•
•

Jeff Ledbetter
Natalie Lee

Elizabeth Parrish—Esri—Redlands, CA

URISA Business Sponsor
Applied Ecology Inc. —Melbourne, FL

Yvonne Paul—Rochester, NY
Alec Pestov—Toronto, ON Canada

•

David Petterson, GISP—EagleView—Avon, NY

Claudia Listopad, GISP

URISA Business Sponsor
Infrastructure Mapping and Autonomy—Calgary, AB
Canada

Christopher Pickett—Houston, TX
Zachary Pope—Jacksonville, NC
Sophie Schildhause—Takoma Park, MD
Peter Sherman, GISP—Moore County—Carthage, NC

•

Joseph Hlady
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GIS-Pro 2017
Jacksonville,
Florida

SAVE THE DATE

GIS-Pro 2017
OCTOBER 23-26, 2017

Book Review

Spatial Health Inequalities:
Adapting GIS Tools and Data
Analysis
By Esra Ozdenerol
CRC Press, 2017
173 pp.
ISBN: 978-1498701501
This brief monograph focuses on the
use of GIS and spatial analytical tools
in the study of health inequalities.
Health equity is a major touchstone in
public health circles, inspiring new initiatives, research programs,
and funding opportunities across the wide array of interest areas
in the field of population health. As the author notes, not only
is inequality everywhere, it is inherently spatial. Thus this book,
designed to acquaint researchers and public health practitioners
with analytical methods and tools for examination of spatial
health inequalities, seeks to fill an area overlooked by many recent texts.
The author is a geographer who teaches at the University of
Memphis, and works with colleagues across the health sciences
at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis.
Her collaborative work with health professionals, social scientists,
and public health researchers has provided opportunities to
work with spatial health data across a wide array of diseases,
health conditions, and health care access and outcomes issues,
and she draws from this extensive experience for numerous
informative examples throughout the text.
The book includes six chapters, with an introduction,
a chapter reviewing emerging and recent trends in health
information technology, four chapters examining chronic
diseases, pregnancy and infant health, infectious diseases, and
lead poisoning in children, with a concluding chapter on GIS
applications in health care access. While one might quibble
with the topics selected for inclusion, these are meant to be
illustrative examples, rather than sections in an all-encompassing
monograph. The goal here is to acquaint the reader with some
of the available methods and analytical techniques, and with
the power of GIS to illustrate spatial patterns in health data, and
to provide sufficient resources for those interested to pursue to
enhance their skills and learn more about these methods.
How does this text succeed in this ambition? On an
introductory level, the narrative succeeds fairly well at describing
basic issues and challenges in mapping health data and
identifying locations with elevated or lower rates of diseases,

mortality or health outcomes, and assessing the likelihood that
those differences are meaningful statistically. Many of the topics
selected have extensive links to mapping and spatial analysis.
Mortality atlases have been produced by federal agencies since
the 1970s, and more recently data on risk factors and health
behaviors associated with chronic disease are routinely mapped
at the state and county scales. Adverse pregnancy outcomes
have likewise received considerable attention, as has mapping
of patterns of infectious disease, locations of host species and
vectors of disease transmission. Child blood lead programs
deal with a public health issue inherently spatial in nature, and
continues to gather national attention as evidenced by the
recent water quality debacle in Flint, Michigan.
However, this reviewer hoped that Spatial Health
Inequalities would provide more. A chapter on the use and
interpretation of spatial regression methods would be most
welcome. Likewise, a demonstration of the use of spatially
enabled multi-level or hierarchical modeling would show the
reader how to evaluate patterns of spatial health inequality in a
multivariable context. Interestingly, the index to this monograph
contains no entries for local indicators of spatial aggregation,
regression, residuals, or similar terms.
A few comments about the production qualities of the
monograph are also in order. CRC Press has placed a high price
point on this volume, but it is also available as an e-publication,
and hopefully many academic and health sciences libraries
will acquire it for their collections. At 173 pages plus 31 pages
of front-matter, the text is reasonably compact. The volume
includes numerous illustrations, mostly maps taken from the
author’s work but also from other sources, as well as several
tables summarizing geospatial research on topics described in
the text. References appear at the end of each chapter, which
could facilitate downloads of individual chapters; however, a
reader will not gain a comprehensive sense of the wide array
of methods for the analysis of spatial health inequalities from a
single chapter. Some topics are presented using terminology
that differs from common parlance in public health practice.
Glaring examples include the titles of Chapter 1, ‘New Emerging
Trends in Health Information Technology’, and Chapter 3, which
is titled ‘Birth Health’. Use of the word ‘new’ with ‘emerging’ is
redundant, while given the focus of Chapter 3 on birth outcomes,
birth defects and infant mortality, a better title might have been
‘Pregnancy and Infant Health Outcomes’.
The monograph was designed to be accompanied by a
website with links to examples as well as data with which to
experiment with methods described in the text. Due to issues
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with website management, the website was not active as this
review was in preparation. However, the author shared the
contents of one chapter with me, and expects to have the
website available shortly, at the following URL: http://www.
memphis.edu/earthsciences/esra-ozdenerol/spatial-healthinequalities.php. Plans call for continual updating of the website
with additional case studies as these are developed, and the
website will be freely available, regardless of whether one
purchases a copy of the book.
This text will appeal to a specialized audience. The book
will hold limited appeal for GIS practitioners with a working
knowledge of the basic methods described here. Advanced
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undergraduate students in geography or GIS programs are likely
to find much of value in this book, as will public health graduate
students learning about the potential of GIS and spatial analysis
in health research. While geography and GIS libraries should
acquire it for their collections, experienced health geographers
may find its added value insufficient to warrant the cost of the
volume. Those willing to comparison shop may obtain the book
offered for less than the publisher’s list price, but will have to
make their own judgment as to the price/value comparison.
Review submitted by: Russell S. Kirby, PhD, MS, FACE, - University
of South Florida, Tampa, FL
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URISA Members Make an Impact

Huge congratulations to Ed Wells on
his recent retirement from the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA). He was Metro’s GIS
Manager for nine years. He noted, “I
will always be proud to have worked
for Metro, both for what the GIS team
has accomplished, and for all the
people across the agency who have
contributed to its success. They have
built the best transit GIS system in the
country, and I am confident they will
continue their record of successes.”
Ed’s impact went far beyond his work life. We could
document his URISA contributions for pages and pages but
suffice it to say that whether he was volunteering as a conference
committee member or serving as an elected Board member or
President (2006-2007), he gave it 150%.
•
I do feel that Ed was a mentor to me (even though he didn’t
know it) when I was on the Board the first time, when he
was President. I always looked up to him and honestly
thought of him as “the brain on a stick” – because he’s
smart, tall, and skinny…haha! – Allen Ibaugh, Data Transfer
Solutions, Orlando, FL (URISA President 2013-2014)
•
Very few people are able to truly make a difference. Ed
Wells is one of those people. While Ed no doubt has been a
great asset for his local community, his greater contribution
to the profession has been the example he has set and
his tireless commitment to supporting and guiding those
who have followed in his footsteps. I am truly honored to
consider Ed as both a friend and colleague. – Kevin Mickey,
The POLIS Center – IUPUI, Orlando, FL
•
Ed has always had this genuine, unbridled enthusiasm for
everything geospatial. From the first time I met him, I saw
that passion and a willingness to share it with everybody. Carl Anderson, URISA President 2014-2015

Young Professionals Making an Impact
Travel to the Caribbean by
reading this month’s URISA
Vanguard Cabinet Chronicles
blog and BE INSPIRED by the
close-knit and quickly evolving
GIS community of Trinidad and
Tobago! Learn about how these
Young GIS Professionals are living and breathing GIS while growing together through their adventures and experiences.

If you would like to share some of the good work you or fellow
URISA members are doing, honors received, etc. send a note to
Wendy Nelson.
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2017 Partner Directory
Platinum Corporate
Partners

changing world. Hexagon Geospatial provides geospatial technology products and platforms to our customers, channel partners, and Hexagon businesses.

Esri
380 New York St, Redlands, CA 92373
Phone: (909) 793-2853
info@esri.com

Gold Corporate Partners

Since 1969, Esri® has been helping organizations map
and model our world. Esri’s GIS software tools and
methodologies enable them to effectively analyze and
manage their geographic information and make better
decisions. They are supported by our experienced and
knowledgeable staff and extensive network of business
partners and international distributors.

1250 I-Newell Ave., Suite 160
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
Phone: 800-790-3652
Email: usa@cyclomedia.com
www.cyclomedia.com
www.thedrivingdutchman.com

Cyclomedia Technology, Inc.

A full-service GIS company, Esri supports the implementation of GIS technology on the desktop, servers, online
services, and mobile devices. These GIS solutions are
flexible, customizable, and easy to use.
Esri software is used by hundreds of thousands of organizations who apply GIS to solve problems and make
our world a better place to live. We pay close attention
to our users to ensure they have the best tools possible
to accomplish their missions. A comprehensive suite of
training options offered worldwide helps our users fully
leverage their GIS. Esri is a socially conscious business,
actively supporting organizations involved in education,
conservation, sustainable development, and humanitarian affairs.

Hexagon Geospatial
5051 Peachtree Corners Circle
Norcross, GA 30092-2500 USA
Phone: +1 770 776 3400
Toll Free: + 1 877 463 7327
E-mail: geospatial@hexagongeospatial.com
Website: http://www.hexagongeospatial.com Hexagon
Geospatial helps you make sense of the dynamically

Cyclomedia is the market leader in systematic imaging
of large-scale environments from cities to complete
countries. Cyclomedia’s smart imagery solution creates
Cycloramas – 360-degree panoramic photos – with high
accuracy, providing current and clear views of streetlevel environments.
The Cyclomedia recording system is like no other. It uses
patented technology to determine the exact position
and orientation of every picture taken. By creating a
dense network of geometric street images, Cycloramas
are always focused on the correct address or feature
from multiple vantage points.
Our solution revolutionizes the way asset and property
assessment is managed and reported. It reduces field
visits and provides accurate feature measurements with
convenient spot-checking. It simplifies maintenance and
enables automated inventory and controlled processes.
It also saves valuable resources while simplifying the
decision-making process, improving operations and
increasing efficiency.
We provide ready-made solutions throughout Europe,
North America, and Asia. Our technology is widely used in
government GIS, public safety, and security markets, as

well as in construction, infrastructure management, and
insurance.
We provide a full range of services related to 3D mobile
mapping. Data is captured and delivered worldwide.
Our primary market segments include:
• Property Taxation, Appraisal, and Building Inspection
• Transportation and Infrastructure Management
• Public Safety and Homeland Security
• Engineering and Construction Planning
Cyclomedia offers the following licensed products:
Content
• Cycloramas – Seamless, accurate 360° panos taken at
street-level with our patented recording technology.
Viewer Software
• GlobeSpotter – Our feature-rich web app for viewing Cycloramas that runs on any browser supporting
Flash.
• GlobeSpotter for ArcGIS Desktop – The power of
GlobeSpotter inside Esri’s leading GIS software.
Hosting Solutions
• GlobeSpotter Cloud – Secure, scalable hosting service
managed by Cyclomedia that’s free to customers.
• GlobeSpotter Server – Locally hosted option supporting all Cyclomedia’s content and software.
Developer Tools
• GlobeSpotter API – Integrate GlobeSpotter components into your user’s existing business workflow.
• Panoramic Rendering Service – Extract pictures for
reports and texture map buildings with Cycloramas.

For information about
URISA Partnership, please visit:
http://www.urisa.org/about-us/become-a-urisa-partner/ or contact Wendy Nelson at URISA Headquarters.
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2017 Partner Directory (continued)

Silver Corporate Partners

WELCOME NEW
SILVER PARTNER

Data Transfer Solutions
3680 Avalon Park Blvd East, Suite 200, Orlando, FL 32828
Phone: (407) 382-5222
aibaugh@dtsgis.com
Headquartered in Orlando, DTS is a leader in asset management, geographic information systems, and transportation planning. We specialize in creating solutions to help
clients automate their worlds, reduce their workload and
organize their data through customized technology.
DTS is comprised of seven divisions, each with its own scope
of services. Often however, a single project spans several
divisions before completion because we uniquely offer all
the necessary cutting-edge services, integrated within one
company.

EagleView Technologies
3700 Monte Villa Pkwy, Ste 200
Bothell, WA 98021
1-855-984-6590
EagleView Technologies offers Pictometry® Intelligent
Images®. The high-resolution oblique and ortho images
are captured and processed with patented technology
and delivered through innovative analytical tools to
allow for the most accurate assessment of properties.
Used daily by GIS, assessment, public safety, defense, insurance, construction and utility professionals, Pictometry solutions bring field work to the desktop. Solutions
are easily integrated into existing workflows through
strategic partnerships and make it easy for users to
make informed decisions and enhance productivity. To
find out more please visit www.eagleview.com
Every day, new applications for Pictometry are realized.
Discover how Pictometry can help you work better,
faster, smarter and with optimal cost savings.

Michael Baker International
Since 1940, Michael Baker International has built its
global legacy – and full continuum of solutions – on
a diverse culture of innovation.
Solving our clients’ most complex challenges often
requires new ideas, new processes, new technologies
– new solutions where none existed previously. Our
success always has drawn on the collaborative creativity of our dedicated employees, who leverage our
diverse backgrounds, expertise, experience and cando attitudes to make the communities we serve safer,
more accessible, more environmentally sustainable,
and more livable.
The result: a growing portfolio of exclusive innovations at Michael Baker that add significant dimension
and value to our ability to deliver our full continuum
of solutions. Michael Baker innovations – and the
innovators behind them – serve as game-changing
differentiators in the industry and demonstrate once
again how We Make a Difference for our clients and
the communities we serve.
• A suite of products and services to support the
NG9-1-1 call-routing environment
Michael Baker International’s DataMark suite of
software solutions and services support public
safety answering points (PSAPs) and their GIS
stakeholders in this mission critical transition.
DataMark solves upgrade challenges, helps improve public-safety communications and ensures
the data meets the precise NG9-1-1 requirements.
The software considers all aspects of the data that
is provisioned to a NG9-1-1 system (data creation,
clean up, quality and maintenance workflows).
With extensive expertise in GIS and public safety,
Michael Baker can help GIS departments determine what they need to do in order to support
NG9-1-1.
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• GIS-based mobile app for managing infrastructure assets
Michael Baker International engineers created
a mobile phone-based computer software platform, MICAP (Mobile Infraction Capture) to collect
and analyze data and images over broad geographic areas to help monitor utility equipment
for changes and compliance problems. The GISbased MICAP platform provides access to licensed
data, as well as the collection and analysis of new
data and images, delivering an improved workflow interface for managing assessments, repairs,
and geographic changes to infrastructure assets.
It is designed for state agencies, municipalities,
utility companies, land developers and other
engineering firms that need to effectively monitor
and manage utility poles, underground cables,
utility pipelines, bridges, runway infrastructure
and other assets. MICAP is free and available via
the App Store and Google Play.
• Local watershed assessment at the push of a
button
iWATR (Integrated Watershed Assessment Tool
for Restoration) is a mobile app-based innovation
developed by Michael Baker International’s water
services team to add speed, capability – and
value ̶ to provide an easy-to-use assessment
tool for any city, county or state planner across
the U.S. to develop or better manage local land.
The app combines GPS features and data from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and other
government sources, to compile local data at the
push of a few buttons. It tabulates a comprehensive assessment, and provides several solution
options with cost estimates to solve specific water
quality-impairment problems in watershed areas.
• Analyzing bridge data with ease
iUSBridges, is a geographic information system
(GIS)-based app that allows users to locate
nearby bridges, explore details of those bridges,
save information on favorite bridges, and share
feedback. iUSBridges uses data retrieved from
the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA)
National Bridge Inventory. State departments of
transportation provide updated bridge information on a cyclical basis to the FHWA.
For more information, click here.

2017 Partner Directory (continued)
Bronze Corporate Partners
GeoDecisions
Since 1986, GeoDecisions has partnered with clients
throughout the U.S. and abroad to design, develop, and
deploy leading edge, disruptive GIS tools and applications that improve decision-making. Backed by Gannett
Fleming, our rock-solid engineering parent company
established in 1915, we combine the best talent and
resources from across our firm to deliver the best business solutions.
Planning, budgeting, managing assets and data, and
optimizing resources are critically important in today’s
global economy. At GeoDecisions, we provide the data
management and mapping technology tools and products that help clients successfully navigate change. Our
geospatial information technology (IT) offerings empower organizations to make more informed business
decisions and improve their bottom line.
Partnering with industry leaders such as Esri, our
turnkey approach encompasses strategic planning and
implementation design all the way through system
integration and testing. Our foundation for success is
based on the belief that the true power of GIS lies in
the integration of diverse information technologies,
data formats, and systems. From cloud computing and
mobile technologies to Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) offerings built on the Esri® platform, our location-based IT
solutions provide next-generation reporting, visibility,
and analytics.

GeoDecisions believes that all IT projects require vision
and considerable leadership to be completed successfully, on time, and on budget. By championing a philosophy vested in partnering, collaboration, and shared
goals, GeoDecisions’ staff makes every effort to work
with all parties who will use a system. We strive to recommend the best-fit solutions for our clients, based on
the balance of available funding and personnel versus
desired functionality.
GeoDecisions is ISO 9001:2008-certified and employs
more than 80 IT and geographic information system
(GIS) professionals operating out of 9 offices. Our
staff is engaged in IT consulting and in the design,
development, and deployment of data repositories and
geospatial and Web-enabled information management
systems. GeoDecisions IT solutions are flexible, scalable,
and resusable.
Our business specialties benefit the logistics and fleet
management, insurance and financial, municipal and
facility asset management, transportation, and utility
markets.
Our team includes subject matter experts with advanced
certifications who keep their fingers on the pulse of geospatial technology. Through industry leadership, ongoing training, and a unique blend of talent, GeoDecisions
professionals work to exceed client expectations every
day. Our vision identifies and mitigates risk, resulting in
more effective project collaboration, on-time delivery,
and success.

K2 Geospatial
Since 1995, K2 Geospatial has been committed to
bringing spatial information and analysis tools within
everyone’s reach by developing software solutions that
provide effective visual aids to decision-makers.

K2’s solutions are powered by JMap, a map-based
integration platform designed to connect silos and offer
user-friendly interfaces destined to non-technical users.
JMap is deployed and used by hundreds of organizations
in North, South and Central America as well as in Europe.

Valtus Imagery
245 Aero Way NE
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2E 6K2
Phone: (403) 295-0694
info@nwgeo.com
At Valtus, our focus - and our passion - is the storage and
online distribution of large imagery and LiDAR datasets.
Yes...our passion. Nowhere will you find a group of
technicians more committed to (and enthusiastic about)
the prompt and seamless delivery of imagery that brings
value to customers’ businesses.
As pioneers of industry leading Content as a Service
(CaaS) and Cloud Solutions, our passion for providing
Internet access to imagery has been growing strong
since 1995.
Valtus is part of Hexagon (Nordic exchange HEXA B;
www.hexagon.com), a leading global provider of
design, measurement and visualisation technologies
that enable customers to design, measure and position
objects, and process and present data.

VESTRA
5300 Aviation Drive, Redding, CA 96002
Phone: (530) 223-2585
MBraghin@Vestra.com
As a leader in GIS/IT, Environmental Solutions, Engineering, and Surveying, VESTRA has the depth of know-how
and experience to help clients achieve success. VESTRA,
an employee-owned corporation dating back to 1988,
prides itself on our local presence and commitment to the
community. Our mission is to be our clients’ most-valued
consultant by providing cost-effective, innovative, and
technically superior project solutions. Whatever your current or future needs, VESTRA’s full-service resources are
available to support you on your next critical project.

K2 Geospatial’s solutions connect, consolidate, and
publish data that is often managed and stored in silos
throughout different systems. Employees and citizens
can easily access the information and analyze it in real
time to make informed decisions. Our solutions are used
by municipalities, regional governments, ports, airports,
road authorities, railways, public utilities, and natural
resource companies.
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2017 Partner Directory (continued)
Business Partners

Bad Elf

WELCOME NEW
BUSINESS PARTNER

Applied Ecology, Inc.
Located in Brevard County, Applied Ecology is knowledgeable and experienced in working with clients in
the central and south Florida area. Our location has
allowed us to be highly involved in the Indian River
Lagoon TDML process, and preserving some of the
most precious natural resources of the Tampa Bay
and Indian River Lagoon estuaries. We serve municipalities and other businesses that cater to public
clients and are experts in their fields.
Applied Ecology, Inc. is a small, woman-owned
business with 40 years of combined specialized
experience in:
• GIS
• Remote sensing
• Project management
• Complex data and database management
• Statistical analyses
• Software tool development
We focus on serving public clients in:
• Environmental resource management
• Ecological studies
• Water resources
• Stormwater management
• Utilities

AFFORDABLE GPS SOLUTIONS. COMPREHENSIVE INDUSTRY SUPPORT.
Bad Elf specializes in the design and manufacture of
affordable and reliable high-performance GNSS receivers for GIS mapping and field data collection. All of
our products are lightweight, portable, and provide a
battery life of twenty-four hours for a full day of data
collection activities. Our complete product line offers a
range of capabilities and accuracy (from 2.5 meters to 1
meter) to match your requirements.
Bad Elf products work seamlessly with most GIS and
mapping apps in the iTunes App Store or the Google
Play Store. Bad Elf also supports Android and Windows
devices, providing streaming location data in standard
NMEA sentences.
Our Bluetooth GNSS Surveyor provides high-accuracy
(~1 meter), multi-constellation support (GPS, GLONASS,
QZSS), SBAS (WAAS/EGNOS/MSAS), and universal
Bluetooth connectivity (iOS, Android, Windows). The
free Bad Elf Utility app for iOS includes DGPS and postprocessing workflows.

Geocove
Geocove helps agencies solve the problem of
where. Geocove provides spatial technology solutions to
government agencies and utilities to help them collect,
manage, visualize and share information. We provide
insight into problems and solutions for decision makers,
users and the public. We also make seriously cool map
apps. So how does your GIS program work for you? info@
geocove.com .

GeoTechVision
With offices in Kingston, Jamaica (876-970-5686) and
Georgetown, Guyana (592-227-0433)
www.geotechvision.com
GeoTechVision focuses on “Delivering Value through
Innovative Solutions!” We have been assisting Caribbean
Businesses, Agencies and Government Ministries to
develop and effectively use spatial intelligence in critical
decision making! We are very involved with establishing Geographic Information Systems, GPS and Mobility
products and solutions, as well as marketing our own
“GeO” brand tablet. We consider Human Capacity Building as very critical - right from the classroom to the work
environment. Hence our Classroom Management Solution and our strong focus on Training and Development
in all our engagements. Our other consulting services
include Project Management, Information Security Advisory, Process Audit and Assurance, Business Analysis and
Enterprise GIS solution planning and Implementation.

We are forging strong relationships with GIS app developers taking advantage of our products’ advanced
hardware features thru our Bad Elf Developer program.
There are no restrictions on how you use your data. We
believe in open standards. Any device that can connect
to a Bad Elf GNSS receiver via Bluetooth will be able to
consume data directly from our GNSS accessories. Your
data. Your way.

AEI has the experience and skills to plan studies that
cross multiple disciplines. Please see the key staff
qualifications and project examples to see the level
of expertise a small team
• Data management
• Custom programming
• Database creation
• High-level spatial and statistical analyses
• Report writing
We take pride in being a highly responsive business
that delivers quality products on-time!
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2017 Partner Directory (continued)
MGP

WELCOME NEW
BUSINESS PARTNER

701 Lee Street Suite 1020
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Tel: (847) 656-5698
info@mgpinc.com
www.mgpinc.com

Infrastructure Mapping and
Autonomy
We leverage technology developed by our
autonomous vehicle mapping partner for
rapid LiDAR processing and map production.
Infrastructure Mapping and Autonomy was created
out of the Heavy Industry of Civil Maps an industryleading artificial intelligence company, providing
LiDAR processing and feature extraction services. Our
technology was first developed to meet the high accuracy, 3D mapping needs of the autonomous vehicle
industry. IMA is now bringing this technology to the
engineering and infrastructure industries.

Our technology allows us to scan, map and report on
assets or asset areas at a rapid pace and affordable
cost not possible before. Leveraging our proprietary
artificial intelligence, patented cloud based processing technology, and global relationships for LiDAR
collection and processing and quality control, we can
generate data sets, models and change detection
reports 10x faster than with traditional methods.

By creating HD 3D maps in the earliest stages of projects, our clients are able to increase the NVP of projects by lowering the time to completion and reducing
and deferring survey programs until the later stages
of a project. Additionally, clients with existing assets to manage benefit from our centralized on-line
business-to-business services to manage their rapid
feature extraction and mapping programs. Eliminating the inefficient traditional person to person sales
and manual data handling processes. Our al-a-carte
on-line tools allow asset owners to individually direct
and manage their mapping projects, resulting in
quicker turnaround times and lower costs overall.

MGP is an information systems services company that specializes in geo-spatial solutions. Our comprehensive range of
geographic, data modeling, and business process solutions
provide you new opportunities to find a better way. We
believe that innovation creates opportunity and collaboration breeds success. MGP was formed as a shared business
model in which clients are partners. This philosophy enables
significant cost savings and makes it possible for any client,
regardless of size, to get where they need to go. MGP is the
managing partner of the GIS Consortium.

Planning Communities, LLC
9131 Anson Way, Suite 304
Raleigh, North Carolina 27615
919-803-6862 (Office)
919-882-1206 (Fax)
contactus@planningcommunities.com
ttownsend@planningcommunities.com
Planning Communities, LLC provides a wide range of
multi-disciplinary planning services for local, state and
federal agencies, tribal nations and community organizations. Community, transportation, environmental and
GIS services include local/regional planning, visioning/
scenario planning, land use, socioeconomic, market and
cost-benefit analysis, community asset mapping, tool/
application support and development, process improvement/integration, consensus-building and facilitation.
Headquartered in Raleigh, North Carolina, Planning
Communities has additional offices in Charlotte (NC) and
Seattle (WA). Planning Communities is a North Carolina
certified Small Professional Service Firm (SPSF) and is
certified as a DBE in North Carolina, Tennessee, Florida and
Delaware.
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Synergy Systems & Services
Synergy is an Asian American owned MBE with an excellent track record of government contracting. Established
2002 and based in Maryland we have come a long way
from providing data support services at Maryland State
Highway Administration to providing services such as
Database Management, GIS Data Creation, GIS application development and support, Software Engineering
and Business Process Consulting to its distinguished
clients in various Government Agencies. We take pride in
all our work and take every effort to ensure the satisfaction of our clients.

Temporal Geo Analytics
P.O. Box 181431
Denver, CO 80218
Phone: 720-235-0390
info@TGAmaps.com
Temporal Geo Analytics, Inc. (TGA) is a Land Use and Environmental Litigation consulting firm. We have expertise
in using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to develop,
manage, and distribute complex spatial databases, as well
as creating the presentation-quality visualizations and
graphics needed for natural resource litigation and land
use projects.
TGA specializes in the analysis of multifaceted land use
issues and environmental impacts over time. TGA is expert
at acquiring and integrating historic and current spatial
data to build the critical information you need to represent your case.
Using GIS, we transform complex issues into defensible,
authoritative, and easily understood maps and graphics.
Our clientele consists primarily of natural resource and
environmental attorneys, oil and gas companies, mining
companies, and land developers.
Leveraging GIS for Environmental, Natural Resource, and
Land Use Planning is our core expertise. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) integrate and overlay unlimited
layers of themed spatial and tabular data to illustrate
and reveal patterns, context, and the intrinsic qualities
of any location. A GIS is also a powerful analysis tool
capable of querying data for location and its relationship
to overall context. At TGA, we have an intimate understanding of these tools and their capabilities.
Working with you and other experts, we build a completely defensible, dynamic analysis data platform with
interactive visualizations and related tables that clearly
represent the qualities of your project and its relationship to larger political, environmental, and regional
contexts.
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2017 Partner Directory (continued)
Wellar Consulting
Ottawa, ON Canada
Phone: (613) 728-3483
wellarb@uottawa.ca
Wellar Consulting services include design and evaluation
of education and training courses and currricula for GISystems and GIScience programs; advice and workshops
on the development of quantitative measures to assess
information system and transportation system performance; critical reviews of IS and GIS RFPs; seminars on
the safety and security aspects of interdependent infrastructures; professional opinion on land use planning
and zoning issues; and, expert opinion on liability for
safety-related incidents involving pedestrians, cyclists,
and motor vehicle operators.

Educational Institution
Members
USC Spatial Sciences Institute
Since its founding in 2010, the USC Spatial Sciences
Institute has been using the power of spatial thinking
and literacy – the ability to connect place and space – to
help address global challenges, including those connected with population growth, urbanization, environmental sustainability, and human well-being. Through
its innovative academic programs, the Spatial Sciences
Institute educates and trains today’s leaders capable
of deploying the “science of where” in every possible
discipline and industry. Members of our internationallyrecognized faculty contribute to the rapidly-evolving
body of geospatial knowledge. From our home base in
the USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences,
we collaborate with faculty colleagues throughout the
University of Southern California and with other prestigious institutions around the world on funded research

North Carolina State University Center for Geospatial Analysis
• Master of Geospatial Information Science and Technology (MGIST)
• Graduate Certificate in Geospatial Information Science (GIS)

that links SSI faculty and students with decision makers
and citizens and knowledge with action. We promote
the analysis, modeling, and visualization of locationbased data through interdisciplinary use-inspired and
integrated research and teaching.

Auburn University

Roster of Academic Programs:
• B.S. in GeoDesign
• Spatial Studies minor
• Human Security and Geospatial Intelligence minor
• Online Graduate Programs in Geographic Information
Science and Technology
• Graduate Certificate in Geographic Information Science and Technology
• Graduate Certificate in Geospatial Leadership
• Graduate Certificate in Geospatial Intelligence
• M.S. in Geographic Information Science and
Technology
• M.S. in Spatial Informatics
• Ph.D. in Population, Health and Place

Lakeland Community College —
Kirtland, OH

• Bachelor of Science in Geographic Information
Systems
• Master of Science in Geographic Information Systems

• Geography and Geospatial Technology - Associate of
Applied Science and certificate programs

Temple University, Fox School of
Business   - Philadelphia, PA
Increase your capabilities with the Fox Master of Science
in IT Auditing and Cyber Security and gain the knowledge to assess and control organizational cyber risks and
protect data and information assets. Learn from experts
in the field through our industry-proven curriculum,
featuring built-in preparation for Certified Information
Systems Auditor (CISA) or Certified Information Systems
Security Professional (CISSP) certification. Flexible class
formats enable you to choose the option that works best
for you: online, face-to-face, or a hybrid of both.
• Master of Science in IT Auditing and Cyber Security
• Graduate Certificate in IT Auditing and Cyber Security
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And the Award Goes To…

GIS Hall of Fame
URISA is accepting applications for its GIS Hall of Fame until
May 1, 2017. URISA’s GIS Hall of Fame honors persons and organizations that have made significant and original contributions
to the development and application of GIS concepts, tools, or resources, or to the GIS profession. Anyone may nominate a person
or organization for induction to URISA’s GIS Hall of Fame.
Learn about the path-breaking accomplishments of previous laureates and nominations criteria and requirements here.
2017 honorees will be recognized during the Awards Ceremony
at GIS-Pro 2017: URISA’s 55th Annual Conference in Jacksonville,
Florida, October 23-26, 2017.

Exemplary Systems in Government (ESIG) Awards
Since 1980, URISA’s ESIG Awards have recognized extraordinary
achievements in the use of geospatial information technology
that have improved the delivery and quality of government services. The award competition is open to all public agencies at the
national/federal, state/provincial, regional and local levels. Winners will be recognized during the Awards Ceremony at GIS-Pro
2017 in Jacksonville, Florida (October 23-26, 2017).
Submissions are invited in two categories:
•
Enterprise Systems: Systems in this category are
outstanding and working examples of using information
systems technology in a multi-department environment
as part of an integrated process. These systems exemplify
effective use of technology yielding widespread
improvements in the process(es) and/or service(s) involved
and/or cost savings to the organization.
•
Single Process Systems: Systems in this category are
outstanding and working examples of applying information
system technology to automate a specific SINGLE process
or operation involving one department or sub-unit of an
agency. The system application results in extended and/or
improved government services that are more efficient and/
or save money
Submissions are due June 1, 2017. An application requiring
details about the Jurisdiction/Organization, System Design,
Implementation, Organizational Impact and System Resources is
available online.
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PRESIDENT

Mark
Your
Calendar!
July 24-28, 2017
URISA Leadership Academy
Providence, Rhode Island

Tripp Corbin, GISP — eGIS Associates, Inc.
(Dacula, GA)
tcorbin@egisassociates.com
PRESIDENT-ELECT

Teresa Townsend, AICP— Planning Communities,
LLC (Raleigh, North Carolina)
ttownsend@planningcommunities.com
IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT

Rebecca Somers, GISP — Somers St Claire GIS
Management Consultants (Fairfax, VA)
rsomers@somers-stclaire.com
TREASURER

Martin Roche, GISP — Avineon (Orlando, FL)
mroche@avineon.com
SECRETARY

September 6-8, 2017
10th GIS in Transit Conference
Washington, DC

October 23-26, 2017

Keri Brennan, GISP —The Schneider Corporation
(Indianapolis, IN)
KBrennan@schneidercorp.com
James Armstrong, AICP, GISP — Spatial
Relationships (Boston, MA)
jamesa@spatial-relationships.com

GIS-Pro 2017: URISA’s 55th Annual
Conference
Jacksonville, Florida

Stephen Berry, GISP — Clark County GIS
(Winchester, KY)
ccgis@ccgisonline.com

March 19-22, 2018

Valrie Grant, GISP — GeoTechVision (Kingston,
Jamaica)
valrie@geotechvision.com

2018 GIS/CAMA Technologies
Conference
Houston, Texas

Corey Halford, GISP — City of Airdrie (Alberta
Canada)
Corey.Halford@airdrie.ca
Brent Jones, PE, PLS — Esri (Vienna, VA)
bjones@esri.com
Robert (Robb) Kirkman, GISP —Metro (Portland, OR)
robert.kirkman@oregonmetro.gov
Kevin Mickey, GISP — The Polis Center-IUPUI
(Indianapolis, IN)
kmickey@iupui.edu
CHAPTER ADVISORY BOARD
REPRESENTATIVE (NONVOTING):

Cindy Post, GISP—City of Leduc (Alberta Canada)
CPost@leduc.ca

RFP Distribution
URISA members, remember that URISA will distribute your RFP/RFQ
announcements to our corporate and business members at no charge.
Simply email your announcement to info@urisa.org (Subject: RFP
Service) and we’ll send it right out for you!

THE GIS PROFESSIONAL
A publication of URISA – Fostering
Excellence in GIS.
URISA is a non-profit professional
and educational association that
promotes the effective and ethical
use of spatial information and
information technologies for the
understanding and management of
urban and regional systems. It is a
multidisciplinary association where
professionals from all parts of the
spatial data community can come
together and share concerns and
ideas.
URISA Headquarters
701 Lee Street, Suite 680
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone (847) 824-6300
Fax (847) 824-6363
info@urisa.org
www.urisa.org
Submissions
Managing Editor – Wendy Nelson,
Executive Director,
wnelson@urisa.org

