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Questions of accuracy, questions of wisdom face today’s information technology profession-
als. We're building better mousetraps, but are we using them wisely? This is but one of the
questions that conference attendees grappled with at the ‘96 AURISA (Australasian Urban
and Regional Information Systems Association } conference held in Hobart, Tasmania last
November.

Cartoonist Jock Macneish, with his ability to express complex ideas in simple images, cap-
tured a dozen themes that emerged during this unique conference. The conference offered
traditional session papers, but it introduced parallel issue sessions, which organizers dubbed
“open-space technology.” These were self-organizing sessions with a moderator, but no set
agenda. The result? More than 40 ad hoc sessions that offered up a fascinating set of issues to
ponder.

For more of Jock’s cartoons, and a full conference report filed by URISA's Ben and Sue
Niemann, see p. 69. (Cartoons reprinted with permission of Jock Macneish and AURISA)



