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Sharing our passion

Our team of nearly 6,000 volunteers from more than 130

countries are leaders in the geospatial industry. We are 

dedicated to serving the global community, responding to 

disasters and providing technical assistance worldwide. 

Volunteers are organized and assigned based on need and 

skills and use tools such as OpenStreetMap and Esri’s 

ArcGIS Online. Nearly 300 projects launched!

Responding to disasters

When disasters strike, GISCorps volunteers are ready to support the response and recovery 

efforts of national, regional and local governments, as well as nonprofi t organizations. 

From hurricanes and fi res to earthquakes and epidemics, GISCorps volunteers are there 

helping with data capture, image interpretation and geolocation, crowdsourcing, application 

development and more.

“GISCorps gave me an opportunity to use my GIS skills like a superhero would use his 
superpowers!” —Christopher Schuchardt, USA - DRC Polio Eradication

The 2018 Hurricane Michael Crowdsource Story Map was used to inform disaster response decisions in emergency 
operations centers and in the fi eld.

During the fall of 2018, 36 volunteers spent over 300 hours assisting the National Alliance for Public Safety 
GIS Foundation by mining, geolocating, and mapping photos from social media and news outlets to promote 
situational awareness for fi rst responders and emergency managers.

In July 2018, GISCorps volunteer David Neiss of California developed a prototype ArcGIS Online operations 
dashboard to process and track requests for assistance following a natural disaster in Japan, a process that had 
previously been carried out through a painstaking process involving paper maps.

GIS and mapping support for anti-poaching activities in the Central African Republic (2018)

Mission
Coordinating short-term, volunteer-based 
GIS services to underprivileged communities 
worldwide, GISCorps supports humanitarian 
relief, emergency response, health and 
education, local capacity building and 
community development.

Join us
Volunteer, donate, become a partner agency 
or submit project requests by visiting 
giscorps.org or emailing info@giscorps.org.

GISCorps’ volunteer-led operations depend on 
charitable donations from allied organizations 
and individual supporters. We operate under 
the auspices of Urban and Regional Information 
Systems Association (URISA), a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization. Your contributions are 
tax-deductible in the U.S.  

Take the GIS Service Pledge!
Through our partnership program with 
Esri, GISCorps volunteers who commit to 
contributing GIS expertise to a worthwhile 
cause consistent with the organization’s 
mission and policies receive a donated 
ArcGIS license. Apply online at 
www.giscorps.org/gis-service-pledge

701 Lee Street, Suite 680
Des Plaines, IL 60016
www.urisa.org
www.giscorps.org

Building communities

We support programs that create stronger communities. From blight analysis to site analysis, 

we help organizations build geospatial capacity for a more compassionate and just world.

“Thank you, GISCorps, for your devotion to helping organizations like ours in these frantic and 
devastating circumstances in using GIS to help people get the information they need quickly 
and reliably. We are indebted to you for your services.” 
—Jim Aranguren, GIS Manager, Butte County, CA

Achieving sustainability

We support sustainability for underserved and underdeveloped communities. We lead 

geospatial projects that enhance the capabilities of grassroots groups, governments, private 

and non-profi t organizations. Faced with the challenges of a planet with limited resources 

to growing populations, we provide global assistance on projects that address food scarcity, 

climate change and education.

“Teaching youth GIS empowers them with essential spatial skills that can be used to 
make a difference in their community and the world. Volunteering on this project has 
been very ful� lling!” —Haritha Vendra, CA - KidWorks K-12 Education Mission
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